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Nature and landscape
study trail on

Nagy-Eged hill

DEAR HIKER!
Welcome to the foot of the Nagy-Eged hill! Are you aware, 
that you are standing at the border of a significant, protec-
ted territory that is also important for the European commu-
nity? If you look closely at the terrail, you can observe up to 
50 protected plants- and 150 animal species. The path  to 
the mountain top leads through one of the most enchanting 
karst bush-foresst in which the orange-scented European 
smoke-trees turn fiery red during autumn. Similarly, on the 
southern slopes of the mountain, the abundance of grapes 
provide a similarly beautiful sight – it is also the highest vi-
neyard area of Hungary.

The Nagy-Eged hill is an outstanding area in terms of natu-
re-conservation, tourism and environmental education. It is 
part of the Bükk mountains, but is a transitional area betwe-
en the Great Hungarian Plain and the Bükk mountains ran-
ge due to its special microclimate, which creates high biodi-
versity in this area. Plenty species of flora and fauna can be 

found here, which are originally native to the mediterranean 
and submediterranean regions.

In 1978, the Heves County Council declared the bigger part 
of it a protected natural area of local importance, named 
„Great-Eged Plant Association”. The reason and purpose 
of the protection is to ensure the protection of natural and 
natual-like habitats and associations of nature conservation 
importance; to preserve the populations, the number of in-
dividuals and the viability of protected and highly protected 
species their populations.  Also, to preserve the outstanding 
biodiversity of the area in relation to the indigenous species 
of the land, and ensure further research and development.

The area – known as Vár-hegy - Nagy-Eged - is also part of 
the European Union’s Natura 2000 network as a Special Area 
of Conservation, whereas species and habitat types of impor-
tance to the European Community can also be found here.

NATURE AND LANDSCAPE STUDY  
TRAIL ON NAGY-EGED HILL
To the north-east of the city centre emerges from its surround-
ings the town’s “home-mountain”, the Nagy-Eged hill. Its image 
is as much part of the city as the Minaret or the towers of the 
churches. The sight of its slopes makes every local resident’s 
heart beat faster when returning home. Even Géza Gárdonyi 
commemorates it in his famous novel - Eclipse of the Crescent 
Moon: “To the north-east of Eger Castle there is a high moun-
tain called Eged. In fact, Saint Egid or Saint Egyed would be his 
real name, but since the name Egyed [meaning: individual] has 
always gone against the grain with the Hungarians, only Eged 
is still the name of that mountain. It is as far from Eger as from 
Kőbánya is the St. Gellert Hill. But much taller and more bodily.”

On the hill, under the professional guidance of Dr Imre Ká-
rász, the Fire Lily Nature Conservation Association created 
the 4 km long botanical-zoological-geological nature stu-
dy trail in 1991 (Nature study trail at the gate of the Bükk 
Mountains) that served as the basis for the current nature 
and landscape study trail. Unfortunately, over the years and 

due to vandalism, the former study trail and its boards have 
been destroyed, and only its former guidebook is available. 
The former study trail was renovated and expanded in 2019 
by the Kaptárkő Nature Conservation and Cultural Associa-
tion with the support of the National Cooperation Fund.

The 536 m high Great-Eged is worth hiking, as it offers a 
beautiful panoramic view of Eger and the Bükk Mountains. 
In bright weather you can see the Mátra mountains and even 
the glittering water reflection of Lake Tisza. However, walking 
the nature trail in itself also means a great experience: 3-4 
hours of pleasant relaxation, while discovering the fauna, flora 
and landscape-history of this special mountain. As a matter 
of fact, true exploration does not necessarily require travelling 
to new landscapes; it is often enough to just look at our place 
of residence in a different way. We hope you will be enriched 
with beautiful attractions and a pleasant relaxation! 

Have a nice time: 
Staff of Kaptárkő Association

BEFORE  
YOU START…
Every healthy person can complete this tour, perhaps at night they 
will not have trouble falling asleep. The route is walkable, but has 
rocky, slippery-muddy areas in rainy weather. Hiking experience is 
not required, but using proper footwear is highly recommended; a 
hiking stick can also do a good job on rocky sections.

USEFUL TIPS:
•  Take enough drinking water and necessary clothing.
•  If you can, always bring a mobile phone with you.
•  Do not depart the indicated hiking trail!
•  Before getting dark, do not start a longer journey, plan the de-

parture and arrival time in advance!
•  Be aware of the buses’ timetable in advance, on weekends they 

run only hourly.

TAKE A SELFIE  
FOR A BADGE!
Those who justify their accomplishment 
of the climb can buy with 50% discount 
a unique badge representing the Nagy-
Eged hill’s silhouette. The photo must 
include an identifiable part of the moun-
tain peak (lookout tower, cross, panora-
ma) and the climber(s) as a selfie or group 
photo. The photo also must be uploaded 
to at least one social networking site (Fa-
cebook, Instagram, Twitter, etc.), including 
hashtags ((#Eger, #Eged, #visiteger and 
#egrielmenyem) and the location. The 
memorial badge can be found at our part-
ners (Mátyus Manor House, Tourinform 
Eger) upon presenting the photo with the 
conditions mentioned above.

VISITING THE PROTECTED NATURAL AREA
1.  USE THE DESIGNED TOURIST PATHS!
The trail is marked hiking trail, however, there are many, 

unmarked, man-made paths, causing severe tread da-

mage on the lawns.

2. TAKE YOUR TRASH WITH YOU!
Keep the resting areas clean! Take only photos and leave 

only footprints! This way hopefully we can eliminate trash 

from the forests. Remember: the forest is stunning, the 

trash is not. Your trash has came with you, it needs to go 

home with you.

3. LOVE AND PROTECT NATURE!
The forest is a habitat for the animals that live there, don’t 

disturb them if you are lucky enough to see them for a 

few moments! Just watch them from afar, but don’t hurt 

them! Some animals can be also dangerous, especially if 

you scare them.

4. PROTECT THE PLANTS!
All for the eyes, nothing for the hands! Many people love 

going home with a beautiful bouquet of freshly picked flo-

wers, but it can cause plenty of damage to protected and 

unprotected plants. Also, with poisonous plants you can 

harm yourself. Don’t forget, that every living creature is 

the most beautiful in its natural habitat! Instead take a nice 

photo for later.

5. MAKE FIRE ONLY IN COMPLIANCE WITH 
THE RULES!
Especially in dry periods a carelessly extinguished fire or a 

discarded cigarette butt can cause fire case. Make fire only 

at specially designated fire places and only when there is 

no fire ban. You can find out about the current situation 

at the regionally competent forest-management, disas-

ter-management or even search the internet.

6. DOGS ONLY ON LEASH!
When walking a dog in the forest, always take it  in consi-

deration that the forest is not only ours: the forest is a ha-

bitat for forest animals and protected plants, at the same 

time many hikers without dogs, bikers and children enjoy 

the fresh forest air in the same area. Keep in mind that your 

dog is a predator animal. When released free and left unat-

tended in the woods your dog may get into conflicts with 

the wildlife, which endangers the forest animals first hand, 

but a counterattack of a female wild boar that protects her 

piglets can be dangerous to the dog and its owner as well. 

Also please remember, that the section § 193 (1) of the 

Offense Law says: “anyone who lets their dog of supervi-

sion wander or walk without lead in a natural or protected 

natural area, commits an offense”. Due to this act, a field 

guard, a nature guard or a public area inspector may issue 

a fine on the spot.

Kaptárkő Természetvédelmi 
és Kulturális Egyesület 

Együttműködő partnerek: 

Track and stations of the 
study trail on a map.

#Eger
#Eged
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